
LL4102V/LL5102V/LL6102V Advanced Torts 

 

Instructor: Professor Christian Witting  

Aims and content 

This course is designed to build on and further your knowledge of tort law and theory. The course is 
divided into three parts.  

In Part One, we will examine some fundamental concepts and debates surrounding tort law. The 
objective is to understand what is distinctive about tort law and how it might be theorised. These 
seminars should form a bridge between the first year course and the substantive torts to be examined 
in this course. 

In Part Two, we will examine torts /topics not already covered in the first year course. This will include 
consideration of important torts based on intentional wrongdoing (deceit and conspiracy) and those 
which are of ‘stricter liability’ (defamation, trespass to goods and conversion). These torts will be 
examined by reference to the best of the literature and a selection of representative cases. 

In Part Three, we will reflect briefly on what we have learned about the law of torts and its pattern of 
development over the duration of the course and then consider some of the challenges that the law 
faces in the future and how it might respond. 

This course should be of relevance to both (i) students who have an interest in the private law and 
want to extend their knowledge of specific torts and (ii) students who are more philosophically-
inclined and would like to engage with leading thinkers on the concepts used in tort law and 
philosophical views of tort law. 

Learning outcomes  

On completion of the course, students will have an in-depth knowledge of the foundational concepts 
of tort law, such as intention, negligence, and strict liability. Students will have substantive knowledge 
also of important theories of tort law and of new torts/topics, these being deceit, conspiracy, 
defamation, trespass to goods, and conversion. (However, some leeway for divergence from these 
topics will be maintained in order to ensure that the syllabus remains current.) On completion of the 
module, students will be able to: 

1. better analyse tort problems 
2. better argue points of law arising in tort 
3. provide high-level advice on substantive questions of tort law 
4. provide advice on policy issues surrounding tort law 

Syllabus 

PART ONE: TORT THEORY 

Topic One: Fundamental concepts in tort law 

Topic Two: Corrective justice and rights-based theories 

Topic Three: Instrumentalist theories 



Topic Four: Mixed theories 

PART TWO: FURTHER TORTS 

Topic Five: Deceit and Conspiracy 

Topic Six: Defamation: Liability 

Topic Seven: Defamation: Defences 

Topic Eight: Defamation: Justifications 

Topic Nine: Torts to goods 

PART THREE: REVIEW 

Topic Ten: Review and thoughts on the future of tort law 

 

 


